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ment with the utmost simplicity, and he is
possessed of an irresistible grace, making each
one whom he addresses believe that he, and he
alone, enjoys his Royal Highness's special favour."
" We [the Emperor William i. and his Chan-
cellor] are not persons to go to Canossa," said
Bismarck during the " Kulturkampf." Kaiser
Henry rv. had " knuckled 'down " to Pope Gregory
in 1077, and had done penance in " the snow-
covered court of Canossa " ; but Kaiser William i.
was not, and Kaiser William n. is not, cast in
the same mould as was Henry rv. Nor will any
English Sovereign or Prime Minister of to-day
dream of making a pilgrimage to Canossa. Seldom
has there been a more transparent or a more
impudent hoax than that which, three months
before Bang Edward's death, imputed to Lord
Curzon that he had taken the initiative in pre-
paring the way for the establishment of regular
diplomatic relations with the Vatican. Worst
of all was the dragging into that galimatias of
King Edward, whose goodwill towards his Roman
Catholic subjects was well known. This country
has got on perfectly well without any direct
diplomatic representation at the Vatican, and
there is a very general reluctance to make any
change. There was, in 1848, a proposal to estab-
lish a Legation, or a Diplomatic Agency, at the
Vatican, but it was promptly snuffed out by the
House of Commons. During the Pontificate of
Pius ix. our Government certainly sent a " re-
presentative," but he was of the genus known as